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Mark Your Calendar For These Important Dates
August 29|Back to School Night (Parents Only)|6:30 p.m.|Please begin the evening in the
Performance Hall.
September 4|Labor Day, NO SCHOOL
Sept. 13-15|6th Graders at Pingree Park
Sept. 21|BOD Meeting|6:30 p.m.|Teacher's Lounge-LCS
Sept. 22|Individual Student Photos
Sept. 25|Character Education Assembly|Respect|Speaker-
Sept. 25|Primary Public Info. Night|6:30 p.m.|LCS Performance Hall
Sept. 29|T-Shirt Day|2017-18 T-shirts may be purchased in the Front Office, $5.00
Oct. 6|Fall Festival|5:30 p.m.
Oct. 9|5th and 6th Grade Alcohol and Drug Education Program|6:30 p.m.|Performance Hall
Oct.13|LCS Talent Show|6:30 p.m.|Performance Hall
October 19|BOD Mtg.|BOD|6:30 p.m.|Teacher's Lounge-LCS
Oct. 20|1st Quarter Ends
October 23|Public Info. Night|6:30 p.m.|LCHS
October 27|Parent/ Teacher Conferences|No School 

Announcements and Happenings
We are excited to announce new staff hires for the 2017-18 School Year. Please
help us welcome them to the Liberty Common Family

Ms.Savannah Pullin, Kindergarten

Savannah Pullin graduated from the
University of Colorado with a Bachelor of

http://libertycommon.org/


Mrs. Nicole Ranstrom, 1st Grade,
T.A., Mrs. Horton

Nicole Ranstrom is originally from Iowa but
has lived in Fort Collins with her husband,
Kristian, for 19 years. They have four
children all of whom attend Liberty. Nicole
received her undergraduate degree in
psychology from Mankato State University
in Minnesota and then her Master's degree
in School Counseling from CSU. Most
recently she has been a stay-at-home mom
and has enjoyed volunteering at Liberty
wherever and whenever she could. Nicole
enjoys watching feel-good, romantic
comedies and NFL football, playing soccer,

Arts in International Affairs and has a
Master’s of Education in Early Childhood
Education from Colorado State University
along with a Teaching Certification for Early
Childhood Education. In Savanah’s spare
time she enjoys hiking, reading, mountain
biking, gardening and spending time with
family.

Mrs. Terra Greenacre, Kindergarten
T.A. , Mrs. Shockley's classroom

Mrs. Greenacre was born and raised in
Montana, Big Sky country. She is the mother
of three kids that attend Liberty. She enjoys
spending time with her husband and kids
and is active in her church. She also enjoys
reading, hiking, antiquing/thrifting and diy
projects.

Mrs. Angela Horton, 1st Grade
Teacher

Angela Horton graduated from Colorado
State University, with a Bachelor's of
Science in Human Development & Family
Studies, with an emphasis in juvenile
delinquency. Prior to teaching, Mrs. Horton
was a corrections officer with the Larimer
County Sheriff's Department! She has been
a part of the Liberty community since 2001
as a parent, a volunteer, a substitute
teacher, the wife of a Board member, and in
2011 as a full-time staff member. After
teaching Kindergarten for 6 years, she
is joining the 1st grade team. In her spare
time, Mrs. Horton enjoys spending time with
her husband Craig and daughters Madison
and Merrell, hiking, snow shoeing, cooking
and reading WWII history novels.



and drinking mochas with friends. 

Mrs. Melissa Miller, Health Tech./
Admin. Assistant

Melissa Miller has a degree in Criminal
Justice. Instead of pursuing a career in this
field, she realized her passion was working
with children. As a result she has been
working at Liberty since 2010 as a teachers
assistant. More recently she has taken on
the role of Liberty's health
technician/administrator assistant. In her
spare time She enjoys spending time with
her husband and three children, cooking,
reading, photography, and camping.

Mrs. Amy Schissler, 5th Grade T.A

Amie Schissler is a Colorado native. She
graduated from Colorado State University
with a degree in Computer Information
Systems and a Minor in Sociology. Amie
has spent several years bringing up her
four children and volunteering at
Liberty Common Elementary School, as well
as substituting for Liberty in the 2016-2017
school year. She enjoys reading, church,
and outdoor activities with friends and family.

Ms. Kat Jaeger, 3rd Grade Teacher

Kat Jaeger attended Colorado State
University for her undergraduate degree and
received her Master's degree from
University of Northern Colorado. In Kat's
spare time, she loves to read, hike and
horseback riding. She also loves to travel
and take on new adventures.

Mrs. Sandy Stolzfus, LCS Vice
Principal

Sandy Stoltzfus is joining the elementary
school staff after spending five years as an
administrator at Liberty Common High
School. Sandy graduated from New Mexico
State University with a Master's degree in
Counseling and Guidance, and has spent
the majority of her career with a focus on
supporting children and families in an
educational setting. Outside of work she
loves coaching her daughter's softball team,
enjoying the outdoors with her husband,
and chatting with friends over a good cup of
coffee.



Mrs. Kim Diebel,
AST Interventionist

Kim Diebel is Ragin' Cajun from South
Louisiana. She has a Master's from
Louisiana College and is starting her 11th
year of teaching with Liberty Common! She
has a passion for early literacy and
character education. In her spare time, she
LOVES to cook! She enjoys spending time
with her husband, Stefan and two Maltese
puppies! Kim is so excited to be part of
such an amazing staff! She is looking
forward to an exciting year! 

Mr. Matt Kazy, AST Coordinator

Matt Kazy is a licensed special educator
who has taught in elementary, middle, and
high schools including public, private, and
charter schools over the past 12 years. Matt
has been working at Liberty since 2013 and
enjoys camping, hiking, soccer, guitar, and
exploring the great state of Colorado.

Mrs. Jodi Fraser, 4th Grade T.A.

Jodi Fraser is a Colorado native. She spent
many years working for her family food
service business, Yancy Foods. Jodi has
three girls here at Liberty, a 1st grader, 7th
grader and 9th grader. Jodi has enjoyed
volunteering at Liberty and also co-chairing
the annual fundraiser, the Liberty Gala. She
started working as the 4th grade TA in
December of last year. She enjoys cooking,

Mrs. Lori De Tamosi, 3rd Grade T.A.

No photo available

Lori DeTomasi has been married for 28
years to her amazing husband, Anthony.
The couple currently live in Wellington
where they raise Scottish Highland Cows.
They have two children, Angelo and Annie
who begin attending Liberty Common the
first year the school opened. Lori first
worked at Liberty Common as a 1st grade
T.A. when her children were younger and is
very happy to be back.

Mrs. Paige Gowing, Librarian



crafting, reading and spending time with
family and friends.   

Mrs. Diana Montgomery,
Kindergarten T.A.

Diana Montgomery earned a Bachelor of
Fine Arts degree from Northern Illinois
University and has worked as a TA and
elementary art teacher in Colorado before
joining the Liberty Common team. She
enjoys exploring the globe with her husband
and two children and can be found spending
time in her studio creating art or outside
feeding their chickens, ducks and geese.

Paige Gowing graduated from Colorado
State University in 2014 with a degree in
English and a Concentration in Creative
Writing. She first worked at Liberty Common
School as a paraprofessional for the
Academic Support Team. This is her first
year as the Librarian—and she is beyond
excited! She loves books—books, to Mrs.
Gowing, are “a uniquely portable magic” she
could never do without! An avid reader, she
also enjoys going to the movies and
spending time with her family. She can’t wait
to start the 2017-2018 school year as your
librarian! 

Join us in the Art Room this year for a lot of
fun! We are looking for parents and
grandparent to volunteer once a week for 90
minutes! Check out the link below to sign up
ASAP!
 
CLICK HERE
 
Thanks for your help!
Tracy Nichols

Beloved Liberty Librarian Passes. Liberty’s longtime librarian
Connie Behr passed away the morning of Wed 9, Aug 2017. As
some know, Connie was not feeling well during the last few months
of this past school year, and she had already announced her
retirement. Connie worked at Liberty for 18 years and has been
instrumental in developing the Liberty Library and helping inspire

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e4badad28a20-liberty1


thousands of students to read. Liberty will always hold special
memories and eternal gratitude for Connie. 

Liberty Common Elementary Starts an Orchestra
 
Rehearsals will be once a week, on Wednesday morning from 7:15-7:45. Students will need
to have their instruments out and ready to play by 7:15. Our first rehearsal will be
Wednesday, October 4th. 

Requirements for LCS Orchestra:Requirements for LCS Orchestra:
-Student must play a string instrument
-Student must have been playing for at least a year
-Student must have a private teacher
-Student must know how to read music
 
Please contact Mrs. Clemens (aclemens@libertycommon.org) if you are interested in joining.

From Casey Churchill, LCS Principal
and Bob Schaffer, LCHS Principal

By: Casey Churchill    

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Welcome back to Liberty Common School! I hope everyone has a
relaxing summer recharging for the new year. We are so excited to
have kids back in their seats ready to learn. This is going to be a
great year. The teachers have been working hard to prepare for the
coming year this last week and I am happy to say, “We are
READY!”.

During the week of August 14th the Administrative team conducted
new staff training. This week was packed full of Liberty Philosophy and conversations about
the benefits of Core Knowledge. We feel confident that our new staff will hit the ground
running this week. Liberty does an amazing job hiring the best teachers and I look forward to
coaching our staff here at Liberty over the coming years to help them be the best they can
be.

During the week of August 21st was returning staff joined us for more professional
development. This week was focused on school wide goal setting and calibrating the
curriculum we teach. There have been a lot of changes over the years from expanding the
high school, to different statewide tests, to changes on the state standards, and change over
in staffing. Now is the time to take a deeper look at all the skills and content taught and make
sure we are teaching everything with fidelity. Each year the staff play a big part in these year
long goals and assisting in any instructional improvements that need to be made. Their
expertise and unwavering commitment to make Liberty the best school is crystal clear.

This year, we invited Cami Eiskamp from Quantum Learning to our school. We spent
Tuesday and Wednesday participating in this training. Quantum training is professional
development designed to coach teachers on making lessons engaging and how to improve
in classroom management. This year was level 2 of a 3 level professional development. We
are excited to complete level 3 next year. Ask any teacher about the day and they can fill you
in on the engaging 2 day workshop to sharpen their teaching skills.

mailto:aclemens@libertycommon.org


Finally, we thank you! As parents we appreciate your overwhelming support. Thanks to all
that attended the Back to School Social last Thursday. It was great seeing everyone in the
gym. The noise level and energy in the gym was a great indicator that there are a lot of
excited kids and parents. Please remember that our Back to School night takes place
tomorrow evening at 6:30 pm in the gymnasium. We all look forward to spending time
meeting with you and going over curriculum maps and general school wide and classroom
procedures. We hope you can all make it.

Thank you for your support over the summer encouraging your children to complete
summer packets. As an agency education, we believe it is the right and responsibility of
parents to direct the education and upbringing of their children. Your guidance and support
in encouraging and helping your children with the completion of these summer academics is
a great example of our philosophy in action. We are here to assist you in your children’s
education. Please know that our doors are always open throughout the year. 

It is great to see everyone back. We are all looking forward to another great school year! 

One Grand Journey
By Bob Schaffer, LCHS Principal
 
Last Friday’s Torch Trek was one of our best ever, and I am
grateful for the members of the senior class and student leaders
of Domus Gratitudinis for organizing it, conducting it, and setting
a glorious stage for welcoming the new LCHS 7th graders to their
new school.
 
Speaking of our seniors: Congratulations to Liberty’s Class of
2018 upon achieving a sky-high composite SAT scores – the
second-highest in Colorado! Earning college-readiness test
scores that consistently place our seniors among the top in the state is a sustained historic
record and a huge distinction that opens college doors for all of Liberty’s students.
 
With so many successes to celebrate around Liberty, it’s easy to underappreciate the
magnitude of Liberty’s SAT accomplishment. And, while the incoming seniors deserve the
heft of credit for the yeoman’s work they’ve done preparing themselves for college success,
these seniors would be the first to credit their parents and teachers going all the way back to
kindergarten. 
 
The mighty Class of 2018 is setting the tone for the entire high school and junior
high. They’ve come up with a class motto intended to inspire all students, staff and parents
alike: VIIS DIVERSIS VNVM ITER – From Separate Paths, One Journey. Student leaders
have already posted these words in every classroom and throughout the school.
 
It’s more than just a nice motto. Liberty scholars have established solid credibility to make
such a motto bigger than mere words. Starting off the 2017-18 school year, for the eighth
year in a row, with top-tier college-readiness scores, is the perfect context for an ambitious
and festive year of learning.
 
We have a few new instructors, and big plans for the year on which I’ll elaborate in this
same spot in subsequent newsletters. But for today, the big news is all about our fabulous
students returning to school for another year of hard work and academic success. Oh,
they’ll have a ton of fun, too. 
 
It was a real privilege to be at the front door this morning greeting Liberty students as they
came back to school. They’re enthusiastic, joyful, optimistic and ready to build a spectacular
future, indeed. 
 
Thank you for choosing to educate your kids at Liberty Common School and for supporting
this thriving, innovative, and dynamic revolution in public education. The entire staff and I are
blessed and honored by your trust, your confidence, your partnership, and most of all, by
your children.



Liberty Common Elementary Starts an Orchestra
 
Rehearsals will be once a week, on Wednesday morning from 7:15-7:45. Students will need
to have their instruments out and ready to play by 7:15. Our first rehearsal will be
Wednesday, October 4th. 

Requirements for LCS Orchestra:
-Student must play a string instrument
-Student must have been playing for at least a year
-Student must have a private teacher
-Student must know how to read music
 
Please contact Mrs. Clemens (aclemens@libertycommon.org) if you are interested in
joining!

Join Our Mailing List
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